Motion

It is environmentally and financially wasteful to send a printed program to members twice a year and this should cease and we should encourage continued use of the website and emails as a preference.

Proposer:  Andrew Kendall            Seconder:  C. Marshall

Rationale
During the pandemic we had no printed program and members were easily able to join walks using the excellent website and the emails.

I was shocked when a program arrived, and it was already out of date as there were already changes which made it a waste of the paper, energy and cost of production.
This costs the group something like £2000 which would purchase some 22 tons of gravel or 181m of timber suitable for repairing stiles etc.

The printing and posting uses over 75kg of paper which uses over 47,000 gallons of water to produce.

Other groups I am in made paper an “opt in”. Reducing copies by around 95% which means printing can be managed on a home printer.

Bar the coach trips there is no value in publishing a program so far in advance and we can rely on the website and emails for that aspect.

We are out of alignment with other groups (Glamorgan Rambler): -
Diane Davies – Editor The most significant change has been the moving over to purely electronic communication– groups issuing a printed programme are now in a minority.
Robin Pitcher- NPT “after more than a year with only email notification and no concerns raised, we agreed at our AGM that no more paper programmes would be produced.”
Richard Beale – Swansea. “some groups, such as my own (Swansea), have a rolling programme only available from the website.”
Graham Crocombe – Bridgend “Since the Covid-19 pandemic we no longer produce a printed walks’ programme.”
