RAMBLERS CYMRU CARDIFF GROUP 

Minutes of meeting held on Thursday 13th October 2022 at Ararat Centre
Present: Diane Davies (DD), Leighton Hill (LH), Andrew Price (AP), Gillian Masters (GM), Richard Noble (RN), Kathryn Bennett (KB), Barry Southwell (BS), Gwyn Lewis (GL) Mike Kohnstamm (MK) and Janet Aplin (JA).
Apologies: Roma Whiteley (RW) and Karen Walters (KW).
1. Minutes of meeting held 11th July 2022 were approved.   There were no matters arising.
2.  Finalising AGM
(a) GL agreed to ensure the provision of basic refreshments and cardboard cups for the AGM.

(b) DD informed the meeting that RW was standing down from the committee.  It was agreed that Karen Walters should be invited to join the committee (DD to contact her).

(c) LH agreed to be the lead speaker on the discussion about celebrating our 40th anniversary.  It was agreed that the primary way of celebrating the anniversary was through the 40 favourite walks scheme and that the AGM should focus on that.  However, if individuals wished to organise other events during the year then that would be fine in principle.
(d) DD indicated the BS had spoken to her about possibility that a motion would be brought forward.  She stated that the constitution allowed a motion to be put forward if it was, “received in writing by the Secretary before the AGM”.  BS stated that he had no further information about whether this was still on the cards.  He was asked to let those who were considering putting forward a motion know that it would be a courtesy to the committee and members if the motion was submitted early enough so that it could be considered by as many as possible in advance of the AGM.
(e) LH agreed to print AGM notices and minutes for provision of members attending the AGM who had not brought them.

3. WhatsApp Group

GL explained how other Rambler groups and organisations used the app to organise car-sharing.  It was agreed that it was a potential way of helping people find lifts to walks but it would only work if the group was small and had a clear focus.  It was agreed to try a pilot scheme for the Saturday walks and, if successful, then develop it further (LH and GL agreed to organise this).
4.  Trevor Whatley Legacy
RN reported that Ramblers Cymru had passed over a £1500 legacy from Trevor Whatley, which was to benefit walking activities in Wales, to the group.  Following earlier email discussion, DD stated she had contacted the Chair and Secretary of the Taff Ely Group, which Trevor had links to, but so far had not received a reply.  Two specific ideas were floated, one to create something for the benefit of walkers in the Pentyrch area, where Trevor had his home, and the second to help fund signage improvement on the Cambrian Way, which would potentially benefit walkers across Wales.  KB agreed to contact the executor of Trevor’s will to find out her thoughts (RN to provide contact details).
5. Hailey Park Sewage sub-station:  DD reported that she had received a request to help fund a judicial review of a Cardiff Council planning decision allowing the sub-station.  In a written report she stated she felt it did not have significant impact on the enjoyment of walking in Hailey Park and that a donation would not be a valid use of funds.  It was agreed to take no action.
6.  Officers’ reports

(a) Treasurer: (i) RN stated that there was sufficient money to fund two further printed programmes without the need to put forward a budget.  (ii) Coach trips: these had been very successful financially providing a small excess.  RN spoke about problems with Creigiau Travel over timeliness of coach hire when they doing school runs; this had happened a third time with one of the coach trips this year.  Agreed that whether to continue with the company should be on the agenda of the next meeting (DD to action).
(b) Membership Officer:  KB informed the meeting that the current figure was 655.  She raised the issue of an individual who was active in the group but apparently was not a member.  In the light of this BS is to contact them regarding their leadership of a Wednesday walk in November.
(c) Footpath Officer:  GL stated that it was still very quiet with Cardiff Council.

(d) Publications: (i) AP emphasised the deadline for submission of walks for the summer programme was 30th January 2023.  He announced that he would be away from November until the end of January although contactable electronically.  It was agreed to hold the next meeting at the beginning of February (DD to action). (ii) AP had produced a written report detailing the mechanism of producing the printed programme; it was suggested that those interested is discussing improving the production of the programme hold a ZOOM meeting.
7. AOB
(i) JA raised the question of archiving group material.  DD stated she kept copies of printed material including programmes, booklet and leaflets, although the programmes for the 1980s were patchy.

(ii)  JA put forward a proposal that Capital Walks and More Capital Walks should be updated especially as they were on the website.  She and Sue Johns were prepared to undertake the work to update them.   It was agreed that it was not worthwhile republishing the booklets but MK agreed to use any information that was passed on to him to update the website where possible.  JA reported that they had found a blocked path on one of the walks they had already done and GL agreed to pass it on any information to Cardiff Council.
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