RAMBLERS CYMRU CARDIFF GROUP 

Minutes of meeting held on Thursday 19th October 2023 at Ararat Centre
Present: Diane Davies (DD), Andrew Price (AP), Gillian Masters (GM), Mike Kohnstamm (MK),               Gwyn Lewis (GL), Jean Board (JB), Leighton Hill (LH), Richard Noble (RN) and Janet Aplin (JA).
Apologies: Karen Walters (KW), Barry Southwell (BS).
1. Minutes of meeting held 10th July 2023 were approved with one amendment: in Item 5 “40” should read “40th”.   There were no matters arising.

2.  Minutes of meeting held 28th September were approved and there were no matters arising.
3. AGM: (i) DD reported that Alan Parry had agreed to be our next Honorary President.  (ii) JB agreed to look after the provision of refreshments beforehand which would consist of tea/coffee and biscuits.  (iii) It was agreed that one further committee member would be useful addition and everyone was asked to keep an eye out for any potential new member. (iv) GL agreed to send out AGM details electronically to those who had opted out of receiving a printed programme and so had not received paper copies as part of the September mail-out.
4.  Coach trips: KW gave a written report about the success of the 2023 coach trips and her progress regarding the 2024 ones.  The committee was happy for her to get quotes from other companies in the light of Creigiau Travel not being suitable for those in the school term; they recognised that prices would likely again be higher but were encouraged, by the 2023 take-up, that people would recognise that this is an inevitable consequence of the economic climate.  The committee wished to formally express its thanks to her for all her hard work in making the coach trips the success they are.
5.  The committee approved the objections that DD had submitted to Cardiff Council regarding the Candidate Sites outlined in the Replacement Local Development Plan.  DD reported that the Council had asked us to withdraw our objection to the diversion of Lisvane FP28 in light of the arguments put forward in response to our objection and this was agreed.
6. Walks Manager Training:  JB reported that there had been a very successful session on the Monday with positive feedback from those attending.  Nearly all walk leaders had been contacted and had either booked on one of the three sessions, said they did not need training or said they would like training but were unable to attend those already arranged.  JB agreed to contact the latter to find a suitable date for a ‘mop-up’ session and DD agreed to find a venue once the date was known. 
9.  Officers’ reports

(i)  Membership: JB reported that we had 672 members.
(ii) Treasurer: RN reported that we could finance our activities in 2024 without needing to submit a budget.  Once our reserves came below the upper limit allowed for by Ramblers then there would be a need to submit a budget as we had done in the past.
(iii)  Footpaths: GL reported that it remained quiet.
AOB: AP expressed disappointment that no one from Ramblers Cymru staff had so far agreed to come on a 40th anniversary walk, in order to help publicise the Group.  LH suggested Leanne Wood, Ramblers Cymru Ambassador, as a potential name for any walk occurring in the Rhondda area.
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