Minutes of 23rd Annual General Meeting held Tuesday 25th October 2005
Present:  Michael Belton, Gillian Masters, Mike Kohnstamm, Arthur James, Val Hamilton, Robin Hamilton, John Henn, Margaret Wallis, Cyril Maskell , Norman Slater, Richard Garman,  Jack Lingard, Gwyn Lewis, Iris Barratt, Robert Jewels, Brenda Isaacs, John Isaacs, Roma Whitely, Jeff Watson, Annette Robertson.
Apologies: Diane Davies, John Newton, Jen Richards, Vera Belton, Eric Markland, Linda Bakker.
Before the meeting Mike Mills, the new Wales Office Rights of Way officer was introduced and gave a talk covering the new personnel at the Wales Office, access land and the proposed extension for coastal walking, the stepping stones initiative and walking festivals.
1.  Minutes of previous meeting: accepted as a true apart from omission of election of John Henn as Footpath officer under item 4.

2.  Matters arising
Norman Slater asked: (i) re: progress on footpath onto the Barrage and a member present stated it would appear to be at least 2-3 yrs away according to latest reports and NS requested the Group writes to Cardiff Barrage Authority regarding access; (ii) re: YHA subscription and received the reply that we had renewed membership and were using it; (c) re: PROWs to which John Henn responded; (d) re: Plymouth Estates to which Richard Garman responded by stating that the Land Agent had made offers to improve access but Cardiff Council were slow in responding.

3. Officers’ reports

(a) Treasurer:  Michael Belton explained that a loss of £250 has been budgeted for – this was due to increased income from coach trips, donations, income from VIP walks but this was offset by having to pay for Committee meeting venues.  John Isaacs commented on the incongruity of not being able to use the Wales office for meetings because of insurance problems.  Mike Mills offered to carry this comment back to the Office.  Mike Kohnstamm asked a question about printing costs and MB said we had sufficient money to pay the increased costs.  The Treasurer’s report was then accepted.

(b) Secretary:  see separate paper report.  John Isaacs asked about the River Ely corridor and Richard Garman responded by saying there had been a study of the river between the sea and St. Fagans and there were plans to provide a riverbank trail which were being delayed at present by “noxious weeds” which require removal.
(c)  Footpaths:  John Henn stated that there were few problems this year and that obstructions were being dealt with by the Council.  John Isaacs asked a question about a bridge between Fairwater and St. Fagans which had been vandalised and reported to Steve Rees 6 months ago.

(d) Rambles:  Gwyn Lewis asked for more leaders and new ideas and urged people to comment on the programme.

(e) Programme:  Mike Kohnstamm acknowledged the help that Gillian Masters had given with WalkTalk and that Diane Davies with the short walk programme.  A further 100 short walk leaflets were to be distributed;
(f) Membership: Roma Whiteley stated that membership was down from 709 to 693 this year.  There had been 32 direct enquiries this year but this had not translated into new members.  A Volunteer leaflet had been sent out (Item 2(c) from last year’s minutes).  She thanked distributors of the programme and said she would be looking for more help next March.  A question was asked about how the questionnaire was being used.
(g) Countryside:  John Newton said he was keeping an eye on the Taffs Well Quarry development regarding access.  He was keen to hear from people with environmental concerns.

(H)  Chairman:  Richard Garman stated that the VIP walks were now self-financing and usually had 20-25 people out.  The LAF was not so far having much of an effect.  There were negotiations in hand regarding improving links in Danescourt through opening up the railway bridges.  Fly-tipping was a big problem.  The Council tended to expect developers to pay for leisure and access links in the many new housing developments being planned. 
 4. Election of Officers
Chairman: Richard Garman stood down and there were no nominations for a new chairman.  A vote of thanks was given for Richard’s seven years as Chairman. 
The following were re-elected unopposed:
Secretary – Diane Davies

Treasurer – Michael Belton

Membership Secretary – Roma Whiteley

Publications Officer – Mike Kohnstamm
Countryside Officer – John Newton

Footpath Officer – John Henn

Rambles Officer:  Gwyn Lewis

5. Election of Committee: Gillian Masters, Arthur James, and Linda Bakker were elected.
6. Auditor:  Margaret Wallis was elected as auditor and thanked for her work.  The sad loss of Neil Bennett was reported.
7.  Any other business:  Robin Hamilton reported that there were now three walking for health walks each week.  There were usually a dozen on the first two and so a third was was starting.

