Minutes of 35th Annual General Meeting held Monday 13th November 2017
Present: Roma Whiteley, Jeff Watson, Mike Kohnstamm, Kathryn Bennett, Leighton Hill, Gillian Masters, Rhiannon Havard, Margaret Wallis, Robert Jewels, Jan Aplin, Kath Morris, Graeme Milnes, Brian Congreve, Digna Liepa, Andrew Price, Kath Edwards, Nigel Clifton, Alan Whitlow, Claire Edwards, Carole Bennett, Pat Price, Linda Hall, Peter Bryant, Pat Simpson, Wyn Rosser,  Gwyn Matthews, Sue Johns, Gwyn Lewis, Nancy Hooper, Penny Salmon, Robin Hamilton, Wendy Winney, Glenys Afia, Beattie Fisher, Teresa Daniels, Laurence Palmer, Ann Dixey, Margaret Palser, Chris Meredith, John Salisbury, Diane Davies.
Apologies: Elaine Shellard, Glenys Rugman, Jen Richards, John Newton, Len Bowker, Janet Trinick, Geoff Trinick, Gareth West
Roma Whiteley gave an interesting and enjoyable talk with slides about Ramblers Holidays which covered the wide-range of holidays that they offer as well as outlining the charitable aims of the company and the various ways its profits are used to support good causes. 
1. Minutes of the previous AGM were accepted with a correction regarding the change of name of Countryside Officer to Walking Environment Officer; there were no matters arising.

2. Officers' Reports 
(a) Nigel Clifton (Chairman):  He thanked Roma for her presentation and Gwyn Lewis and Alan Whitlow for being in charge of the refreshments.   He went on to thank all the officers and committee members as well as walk leaders for their work and support of the Group over the past year.  He mentioned, in particular, Elaine Shellard and Sue Johns who are retiring as Treasurer and Independent Examiner respectively and Kathryn Bennett who is retiring as the organiser of the family walks.  He also paid tribute to Gillian Masters for WalkTalk as it helped keep those, who do not walk, informed of what is happening in the Cardiff Group.
(b) Diane Davies (Secretary & Walking Environment Officer): She circulated the written report that had appeared in the Glamorgan Rambler.  She emphasised the need for a person to develop publicity for the Group on Facebook.  She thanked Claire Edwards for bring to her attention the threat to Britannia Park in the Bay; she asked anyone who was aware of developments that might threaten the walking experience in Cardiff to let her know so she could investigate.
(c) Elaine Shellard (Treasurer):  provided a written report and the Chair added a more detailed explanation.  
(d) Kathryn Bennett (Membership): She noted that there was a slow but clear decline in membership over the last two years from around 670 to around 630.  Reasons for this were unclear but it emphasised the need for a Publicity Officer who could make the wider public aware of our activities which would help in the recruitment of new members.

(d) Gwyn Lewis (Rambles):  He thanked walk leaders as well as Mike Kohnstamm for preparing the walks’ programmes and Kathryn Bennett and her helpers for organising the mail-out.   He reported that Margaret Wallace had agreed to organise the Family Walks starting with the summer programme.  He warned that there was an increasing reliance on fewer walk leaders and that it was important for new leaders to step forward to maintain the variety of walks offered; he assured anyone who was interested that training and support in many forms was available.  He mentioned that he was collating statistics about numbers on walks and thank leaders for their prompt responses in providing figures when asked; he noted that it was clear that numbers on Thursday evening walks were down and this was a disappointing trend.
(d) Gwyn Lewis (Footpaths):  He referred to the consultation on access recently carried out by the Welsh Government and how Ramblers Cymru had responded.  He also spoke about the review of Cardiff’s RoWIP which has now started and asked anyone who was interested in participating in creating our response to contact Diane Davies who was looking after the matter on behalf of the Group. He was asked about the lack of feedback when reporting problems on the Pathwatch App and stated that London Office was aware of the problem and were looking at ways to improve the App in this respect.
3. Honorary President:  Wendy Winney was chosen as Honorary President for the coming year.

4. Election of Officers: the following were proposed and elected.
(a) Chairman: Nigel Clifton


(b) Secretary:  Diane Davies 

(c) Treasurer:  Richard Noble


(d) Membership Secretary: Kathryn Bennett


(d) Publications Officer: Mike Kohnstamm

(e) Footpaths Officer:  Gwyn Lewis
(f) Publicity officer:  vacant


(g) Walking Environment Officer: Diane Davies
6: Election of committee members: the following were proposed and elected:

Leighton Hill, Gillian Masters, Roma Whiteley, Andrew Price, Barry Southwell.

7. Election of Independent Examiner: Elaine Shellard was elected.
8. AOB:  nothing raised.
