Minutes of 39th Annual General Meeting held Monday 7th November 2022
Present: Fifty-four
Apologies: Glenys Rugman, Rhiannon Havard, Jen Richards, Larry Bennett, Chris & Don Snow, Stephen Cole, Sarah Wellborn, Linda Hall, Barry Southwell.
1. Minutes of 38th AGM held in 2011 were approved.

2.  Matters arising: Item 7:  A discussion arose over the decision to stop using the Ararat Centre as a central meeting point.  Some felt that the membership has not been sufficiently consulted despite the vote at the meeting and a request for opinions via Gwyn Lewis’s e-mail newsletter.  Leighton Hill informed the meeting that a pilot WhatsApp Group was being created for Saturday walks and this could be extended to Wednesdays if it proved successful.
3. Officers' Reports 
(a) Chair: Andrew Price thanked the walk leaders and the walk co-ordinators who, together, had made the production of two printed programmes possible.  He thanked Roma Whitely for her work since 1996 both as a committee member and as Membership Secretary, as she was now stepping down.  He stressed that there was still a need for a Rambles Officer who would coordinate work of creating comprehensive programmes of walks and hoped someone would step forward.  He also stressed the need for new leaders to step forward.  He looked forward to the creation of a 40th anniversary programme next year and asked that walks for it be submitted by the end of January.
(b) Diane Davies (Secretary & Walking Environment): A written report was provided at the meeting which would be uploaded onto the website in due course.
(c) Richard Noble (Treasurer):  He provided a written report and accounts, which would be uploaded onto the website.  He mentioned that reserves were sufficient to finance next year’s programmes purely through accepting the basic allocation that the group is automatically entitled to.  He spoke about the success of the coach trips and that five would be provided in the next programme.
(d) Kathryn Bennett (Membership): Membership was 661.  She reminded members that they could decide how and what material they received by accessing and amending their details on The Ramblers website.
(f) Gwyn Lewis (Footpaths):  He reported that overall, it had been a quiet year with mainly three-year renewal of gating orders – none of which required raising an objection.   The only objection needed to be made was on a consultation over a closure notice.
(h) Mike Kohnstamm (Webmaster):  He reported that there was little activity on the Facebook page, apart from the private group, and asked members to be engaged with the public side more as it provided publicity for the Group.  He thanked Jan Aplin and Sue Johns for their on-going work on revamping the on-line version More Capital Walks.
4. Honorary President:  Geoff Trinick was elected.
5. Election of Officers: the following were proposed and elected.
(a) Chairman: Andrew Price               (b) Secretary:  Diane Davies                     (c) Treasurer:  Richard Noble
(d) Membership Secretary: Kathryn Bennett                 (e) Printed Publications Officer: Andrew Price

(f) Footpaths Officer: Gwyn Lewis                                 (g) Publicity officer:  Barry Southwell

(h) Walking Environment Officer: Diane Davies          (i) Webmaster: Mike Kohnstamm
Rambles Officer:  no nominations were forthcoming and the post was left vacant
6: Election of committee members: Leighton Hill, Gillian Masters, Jan Aplin and Karen Walters were proposed and elected.
7. Election of Independent Examiner: Elaine Shellard was elected.
8.  Motion:  proposed by Andrew Kendall and seconded by Chris Marshall:
It is environmentally and financially wasteful to send a printed program to members twice a year and this should cease and we should encourage continued use of the website and emails as a preference.

The proposer and seconder raised the question of the environmental impact and cost of producing paper versions and the fact that post Covid many groups in the Glamorgan Area had stopped providing members with printed versions.  Those opposing spoke of the importance of a printed programme as a tangible way of providing a connection for members with the Group, its importance for those who do not wish for or do not have access to electronic communication, and the fact that the economic costs of paper had to weighed against that of electronic communications and the easy recyclability of paper.  It was stressed that members could opt-out of receiving printed material (apart from AGM material) but the debate showed some members were confused about the choices available and what they meant.
The motion was lost on show of hands: 15 For; 34 Against; 5 Abstentions.

8.  40th Anniversary Celebrations:  Leighton Hill referred to a document that had been sent to all members.  This suggested a summer programme featuring forty favourite walks that would be highlighted in the programme.  He asked people to start thinking about walks that could be included.  He also asked for other ideas to celebrate the event.

9. AOB: Karen Walters asked about the non-payment of refunds for coach trips and Richard Noble said he would look into it.
Diane Davies: 39th AGM 2022 minutes (2nd draft)


